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SUB J : PERSONAL BELONGINGS OF USAID EMPLOYEES IN PROVINCES 

1. ON JULY 31 EMBASSY SENT MFA A NOTE POINTING OUT THAT 

IN MAY USAID OFFICIALS HAD HAD TO LEAVE PAKSE, SAVANNAKHET 
AND LUANG PRABANG WITHOUT TAKING MANY OF THEIR PERSONAL 
BELONGINGS AND VEHICLES WITH THEM. NOTE THEN ASKED 
PGNU TO DESIGNATE OFFICIAL WITH WHOM EMBASSY COULD ARRANGE 
PACKING AND SENDING OF THESE ARTICLES TO THEIR OWNERS. 

2. EMBASSY RECEIVED REPLY TO THIS NOTE IN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY NOTE 353/AE.AP, AUGUST 11, 1975, AND OUR 
TRANSLATION OF FRENCH TEXT FOLLOWS. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE PGNU OF LAOS 
PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE USA 
AND, REFERRING TO NOTE NO. 546 OF JULY 31, 1975, HAS 
THE HONOR TO INFORM IT AS FOLLOWS: 
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FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID) DESERTED THE TOWNS 
OF THEIR RESIDENCE AT PARSE, SAVANNAKHET AND LUANG 
PRABANG. THEY DID NOT SEE FIT TO AT LEAST FIRST IN- 
FORM THE MFA OF LAOS OR THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, THIS 
IN CONTEMPT OF THEIR OBLIGATIONS AND OF THE DIPLOMATIC 
NORMS IN FORCE. IN ADDITION, THE MINISTRY ABSOLUTELY 
CANNOT BE ACCOUNTABLE FOR WHAT HAS BEFALLEN THE GOODS 
AND VEHICLES OF THESE OFFICIALS. 

(2) NOTWITHSTANDING THIS GENERAL REMARK, THE 
EMBASSY OF THE USA IS REMINDED THAT IT SIGNED ON MAY 
27, 1975, BETWEEN THE PGNU OF LAOS AND THE REPRESEN- 
TATIVE OF THE EMBASSY OF THE USA, AN AGREEMENT HAVING 
TO DO WITH THE DISSOLUTION OF USAID. ARTICLES 2, 3, 

AND 6 OF THIS AGREEMENT IMPOSED ON THE ONE HAND THAT 
THE PERSONAL BELONGINGS OF USAID EMPLOYEES BE SENT HOME 
BEFORE JUNE 30 AND ON THE OTHER THE RETURN TO THE PGNU 
OF THE AFFAIRS AND THE BELONGINGS OF USAID. THE 
MINISTRY HAS OBSERVED THAT THE EMBASSY OF THE USA HAS 
APPLIED THESE ARTICLES OF THE MAY 27, 1975 AGREEMENT 
ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS AND IS THEREFORE SURPRISED BY 
ITS DEMARCHE WHICH THE MINISTRY CONSIDERS AS BEING 
WITHOUT FOUNDATION. 

COMPLIMENATRY CLOSE. END TEXT. 

3. COMMENT: WE READ THIS REPLY AS INDICATING CLEARLY 
THAT THE PGNU WILL NOT (AND PROBABLY CANNOT) DO ANYTHING 
TO ASSIST IN THIS MATTER, THAT FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE 
WILL BE A VAIN EXERCISE AND THAT THE PERSONAL BELONG- 
INGS ARE, FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES, UNRECOVERABLE. 

WE RECOMMEND THAT DEPARTMENT SO INFORM THE EMPLOYEES 
AND THAT THE PGNU NOTE 353/AE.AP CAN BE CITED FOR 
CLAIMS PURPOSES AS EVIDENCE OF LAO REFUSAL EVEN TO 
DISCUSS RECOVERY. 

CHAPMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, DIPLOMATIC NOTES, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: johnsorg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975VIENTI05189 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P7501 34-2406 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750862/aaaacdaa.tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: johnsorg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUL 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <18 NOV 2003 by johnsorg> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PERSONAL BELONGINGS OF USAID EMPLOYEES IN PROVINCES 
TAGS: EAID, PFOR, ATRN, LA, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



